Mobile Laptop Lab Considerations/Guidelines

1. Wireless Network

a. Use the Student/Academic Network (the jacks that your student computers plug in to (AR, for example) not the Teacher network (the jack that your teacher laptops plug in to)

b. Teacher network will be ‘locked down’ with passwords in the near future

c. The cart needs power in order for the wireless hub to work

2. Security

a. Storage

b. Locks

3. Hardware

a. Battery life

b. Mice (will not be purchased at the district level)
c. Storage devices (pending)
d. Printers (pending)
4. Scheduling

a. (eCalendar)

b. Numbering carts/computers (Ex. Cart A, B, C, D, then computers could be labeled A1, A2, A3 etc…)

5. Software

a. Installation/licensing

6. Options for saving and retrieving student work (all pending)
a. Pin drives/diskettes

b. Wireless hard drives
c. Network

7. Training: Staff & Students (Teachers should know what and when training will be delivered to students and also the content of the training, so that all are on the same page.)
a. Students

· Laptop Lab orientation

1. General Guidelines

2. AUP & Consequences for misuse

3. Printing

b. Staff

· Procedures/guidelines

· Sharing ideas/lessons

· AUP for students

· Filtering

1. Safe search engines/sites (http://www.ajkids.com/, http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/KidsClick!/, http://yahooligans.yahoo.com/, http://www.kidskonnect.com/, http://search.netnanny.com/?pi=nnh3&ch=kids) 
8. Trouble log – please make ‘trouble logs’ available on each cart so that problems can be documented (i.e. Batteries that will not hold a charge, problems with individual computers, etc.)

Security Guidelines and Calendar Example:

· http://www.cdaschools.org/chs/aburgeson/laptop_labs.htm
· http://www.fresno.k12.ca.us/schools/s092/intranet/mobile_labs/Mobile%20Lab%20Procedures.pdf 

Additional Resources and Integration Ideas:

· http://www.leesummit.k12.mo.us/its/wirelesslab.htm 

· http://www.nsta.org/programs/laptop/grade.htm
· http://www.newcurriculum.com/2001/ed10-15.htm
· http://www.netdaycompass.org/categories.cfm?instance_id=2454&category_id=5
Teaching and Learning with Laptop Labs
Classroom Management
Management issues are bound to arise when you're implementing a mobile laptop lab in your school or classroom. Here are some suggestions: 

Before Class
· Have all students and parents sign an acceptable use/liability form. Often, when students have done this, schools keep a master list of such students and/or put a sticker on the back of their student I.D. cards. 

· Bring in the laptop cart the day before you launch the program and inspect the connections and the range of the wireless hub. If the classroom setup is unique, double-check to determine how well the wireless connection functions at different locations in the classroom. 

· Create a check-out sheet for student names and laptop I.D.s. This could be an electronic grading program that includes a worksheet with student names, or just a special column in the gradebook. When checking out laptops, record the I.D. number on the check-out sheet next to each student's name. Also consider telling students they will have the same unit whenever they use laptops in class. 

· When reserving the mobile laptop lab, take note of who will be using it before you so you will know if there might be a battery problem. For example, if four classes in a row will be using the lab before yours and the batteries don't have a chance to recharge, the laptops might run out of power during your class. Check the battery specifications or discuss the issue with the school media specialist so you'll know what to expect, as different laptop batteries have different charge durations. 

· If a media specialist is available at school, arrange to have him or her work with you the first time you check out the lab. This is helpful for troubleshooting problems and answering questions. 

	


During Class
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Depending on the project for which you are using the mobile laptop lab, saving and printing files may become an issue. Before students start working, review the save and print practices based on your school's setup. For example, determine whether the school has a network on which all students have a password-protected account. If so, it should be easy for students to save files to their account. Another option is setting up a common folder in which students can their projects for temporary storage. In this arrangement, however, students should also save their files to disk as a precautionary measure. 

	


End of Class
If a project involves files that need to be printed, consider starting this process at least 10 minutes before the end of class. If it is the first day students are using a mobile laptop lab, allow 15 minutes for printing, saving, and check-in procedures. 

Most likely, 30 students will not attempt to print all at once, but even still, printing at the end of the period can be stressful as students want to check in their laptops and get to their next class on time. Until students become familiar with the process of checking laptops in and out, it's best to allow extra time.


With five minutes left, consider instruction on proper shutdown procedures. Emphasize that if the laptops are going to be used in the next class period they should be in stand-by mode, and that otherwise they should be shut down. If they are to be shut down, be sure the following procedures are followed: 

· All removable components are in place. 

· Each laptop is checked in individually, placed in the bay, and marked as checked-in on the check-out sheet. 

· The recharging process is starting. 

When these precautions, steps, and details are understood by teachers and students alike, everyone can better focus on the exciting possibilities for teaching and learning that a mobile laptop lab offers. Whether you are responsible for purchasing, implementing, or maintaining the lab (or all of the above), we hope the information presented here will help you and your students enjoy the benefits of wireless computing in the classroom.

Source: http://www.intel.com/education/emergingtech/mobile_laptop_labs3.htm 

Article by Cary Hellman, teacher at College Park High School in Pleasant Hill, California
Other Articles  

· Technology and Learning eBook (requires login to access eBook) http://www.ebookhost.net/tlGateway2/ebook.asp
· Learning from Laptops from Cable in the Classroom Online. (Fall 2003) (http://www.ciconline.com/NR/rdonlyres/erirthgksef37ryzxv7rbsa62orzgch5leussajt2sffb7hywdozogmru6uoo5wbhnheaaec3malkw6tlfbctuzykre/Laptops.pdf) 
· Teaching with Laptops http://www.nsta.org/programs/laptop/teach.htm 

· How do We Teach with These Laptops? http://www.newcurriculum.com/2003/ed11-17.htm 

· Making the Most of Laptops in the Classroom http://www.glencoe.com/sec/teachingtoday/educationupclose.phtml/38 
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