




















http://www.haysville-ks.com/




















 
A. The parents or relatives are contacted immediately. 
 
B. The student is under the direct care of the school health aide until the parent can be reached. 
 
C. If the parents or relatives cannot be cont acted in case of severe illness or injury and the name of 

the family doctor is known but cannot be reached, the service of the county rescue squad and/or 
the sheriff’s office will be enlisted. 

 
D.   Students who exhibit s ymptoms of illness should not be sent to school.  Health aides or school  

nurses reserve the right to decide whether the student should remain in school. 
 
E. Under no circu mstances are students to sp end an unreasonable am ount of tim e in the 

healthroom.  Students are not to call pa rents to pick them up unle ss the health aide authorizes 
them to do so. 

 
F. The school d istrict’s polic y is that if  a student feels too ill  to r emain in class, the parent o r 

guardian should pick up that student at school as soon as possible. 
 
G. No student will be taken o r sent home until the parent or another designa ted responsible person 

is contacted at home or at work.  The parent or gua rdian must leave a telephone num ber of a 
relative or neighbor  to be contacted when the parent or guardian cannot be reached; however,  
the parent o r guardian must be sure the pe rson whose number is given  is aware of this 
responsibility. 

 
H. On the first d ay of an abse nce, parents or guardians should notify the student ’s school b y 9:00 

a.m. to report a student absence. 
 
 FREEMAN – 554-2265  PRAIRIE – 554-2350          NELSON – 554-2273 
 
 OATVILLE – 554-2290  REX – 554-2281  RUTH CLARK – 554-2333 
 
I. Students who are absent for m ore than three days because of illn ess or accident m ust report to 

the health room before returning to the classroom. 
 
 
INOCULATIONS 
 
The Board of Education requires that all students in Unified School District #261  
shall provide the superintendent or his designated representative proof of 
immunization of disease as required by Kansas Stat e Law.  Students who fail to 
provide said documentation as required b y law m ay be suspended or expelled  from 
school by  t he superintendent or his designated representati ve until proof of  
immunization is given to the appropriate administrator. 
 
 
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS   (Immunization Regulation 28-1-20) 
 
As of March, 2004, Kansas requires all children entering school for the first ti me in Kansas to provide 
the school their immunization records and a health assessment prior to admission to and attendance at  
school.  For the 2010-2 011 school year, the Kansas Department of Health and Environm ent requires 
all 5 -18 year old students to provide proof of having received the following immunizations prior to 
admission to, and attendance at school.  A doctor or health department needs to sign the immu nization 
record.   In order to meet the immunization requirements, each individual dose for each type of 
immunization must be recorded for school entry.  A Doctor or health department needs to sign 
the immunization record. 
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1) Five (5) doses of DTaP/Tdap (Diphtheria, Tetanus, Pertussis) with a minimum of four weeks 

between the first three doses and a minimum of six months between the third and fourth doses.  
Four doses acceptable if dose 4 was given on or after the fourth birthday. Six (6) doses is the 
limit, regardless of schedule. 

 
2) Four (4) doses of Polio (IPV or OPV Schedule) with a minimum of four weeks between each 

dose, regardless of age given. Three doses acceptable if dose 3 was given on or after the fourth 
birthday. Five (5) doses is the limit, regardless of schedule. 

 
3)   Two (2) doses of MMR (Measles, Mumps, Rubella) on or after the first birthday.  There must 

be a minimum of four weeks between first and second doses. 
 
4) Two (2) doses of Varicella required for Kindergarten and Grade 1 for 2010-11 school year. One 

(1) dose of Varicella required for Grades 2- 10 for 2010-11 school year. The first dose must be 
on or after the first birthday. None needed if Varicella disease verified as follows: 

 A)  Signature of physician indicating history of disease and date of illness; or 
      B)  Laboratory evidence of Varicella immunity.                  
   
5) Three (3) doses of Hepatitis B (required through Grade 10 for 2010-11 school year) with a 

minimum of four weeks between first and second doses, eight weeks between the second and 
third doses, and sixteen weeks between the first and third doses.  The third dose must be given 
after twenty-four weeks of age.      

 
PHYSICAL ASSESSEMENT 
In addition t o the required imm unizations men tioned above, as of May  5, 1994, a child health 
assessment is now required for any  school entr y for children ages eight (8) and under.  T he physical 
health assessment must be signed by a physician (M.D.) or by a Doctor of Osteopathy  (D.O.).  This 
applies to children not previously enrolled in any Kansas school. 
 
REGULATIONS FOR STUDENTS ENROLLING IN KANSAS 
Any student  enrolling in s chool for  the  first tim e in th is district or currently enrolled in the district 
shall be required to present  to the appropriate school  authorities certification from a phy sician or local 
health department that such student has received pr ior to entering the schoo l system such tests and 
inoculations as ar e de emed neces sary by  the Secretary  of the State Department of H ealth and 
Environment, designated as: Measl es, Mum ps, Rubella, Polio, Diphtheria, Pertussis (Whoopi ng 
Cough), and Tetanus.  Tuberculin skin testing is no longer required for school entry.  Any student not 
in compliance will be excluded from  school until a com pleted record is subm itted to t he health room 
personnel. 
 
As an alternative to the certification required above, a student shall present: 
 
1. Annual certification from a licensed physician stating that the physical condition of the child to 

be such that the tests or inoculations would seriously endanger life or health of such child, or 
 
2. A written statement, signed by one parent or guardian, that the child is an adherent of a religious 

denomination whose religious teachings are opposed to such tests or inoculations. 
 
If the parents or guardians  lack the means to pay for these required inoculations, they can be  obtained 
by the parent s or guardians through the Sedgwick County Health Department. If such is the case, t he 
following schedules indicate the location and times such services are available. 
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SEDGWICK CO. HEALTH DEPARTMENT  Days and Hours of Operation: 
 
2716 West Central        Monday, Tuesday, Wed. and Friday 
Wichita, Kansas 67212         8:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Telephone: (316) 660-7300     Thursda y – 1 2:00 p .m. to 6:00 p .m.
        
OR               
Children’s Clinic         Mon., Tues., Wed. ,and Friday 
(call for an appointment)      3:30 – 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

OTHER STUDENT SERVICES 
 
 
GUIDANCE COUNSELORS 
The Haysville Unified School District has guidance counselors serving its elementary population.  The 
guidance and  counseling  program attem pts to m eet the social, e motional and personal needs of t he 
elementary school po pulation.  The co unselors provide both immediate and long term  counseling to  
those students in need of such assista nce and wo rk closely with both parents and teachers in 
attempting to create an appropriate environment in which each child can learn. 
 
SCHOOL PSYCHOLOGIST 
A school psychologist wil l work with students and staff providin g psychological services including  
testing and evaluation; serve as chairperson of the evaluation team consisting of the classroom teacher, 
principal, pupil service teacher, and others as appropriate; and act as consultant with students and staff. 
 
SPEECH CLINICIANS 
Speech clinicians provide services  to students who have communicative disorders.  A communicative 
disorder m ay range in severity  fr om mild to profound and  m ay be developmental or acqu ired.  A 
speech disorder is an impairment of voice, articulation of speech sounds, and / or fluency.  A language 
disorder is th e im pairment of deviant development of language comprehension or communication.   
The clinicians work with students indivi dually and in small groups and provi de consulting services to 
parents and teachers regarding speech language disorders. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION CLASSES 
The district provides special education classes and support services available f or children who need a 
more spe cialized curricul um.  Thes e classes incl ude all spe cial education categories and related  
services specified by Kansas Law. 
 
At each building, student  intervention  or pre-as sessment t eam meets when  a student is having  
difficulty.  Initiation of t eam action i s a r esult of  teacher  referral, parent r eferral or school-wide 
screening procedures.  In pre-assessment, the cl assroom t eacher and the pre-assessment co mmittee 
work on a co nsultative and supportive basis to speci fically identify the student’s educational problem 
and decide if the student should be referred fo r comprehensive evaluation.  The evaluation is 
multidisciplinary, that is, conducted by  professionals qualified to assess ar eas of concern.  Input fro m 
parents and other appropri ate non-school personnel will be sought to obtain a comprehensive view of  
the student.  No student  is identified as exceptional or recommended for placem ent until t he 
multidisciplinary team has documented that the stude nt has been presented with  learning experiences 
that are appropriate for hi s/her age and abilit y levels; and that potential for learning has not been 
achieved in the regular education environment. 
 
 
 
 



SPECIAL EDUCATION PARENTAL RIGHTS 
The parents of children who are or may be exceptio nal have certain rights,  which are guaranteed by 
state and federal law.  If you would li ke further explanation of these rights, please contact your l ocal 
principal, school district administrator, director of special education or the Kansas State Department of 
Education, 1 20 S.E. 10th Avenue, Topeka, KS 1- 800-203-9462.  Copies of these rights in Braille, 
audiotape and other langu ages are available upon requ est.  For m ore information about your rights, 
you may request a copy of the Parent and Professional Resource Manual:  Act ive Participation in the  
Special Education Process from Families Together, Inc. (785) 233-4777 or (800) 264-6443. 
 
Both you and the school district share in the education of your child.  If you or the school has issues or 
concerns about the education of your child, you and your child’s teacher should hold open discussions 
about the issues.  You are urged to be actively involved in your child’s education process. 
 
 

DISTRICT WELLNESS PLAN   
AND  FOOD SERVICES PROCEDURES 

PARENT INFORMATION AND GUIDELINES 
 

DISTRICT WELLNESS PLAN 
The Haysville School District adopted a wellness pl an, as mandated by legislation, which promotes a 
healthy lifestyle for children.  The goal  is to im prove the health and well-bein g of our students.  Key  
points in the  wellness pla n include providing nutriti on education to students and parents, providing 
healthy meals and snacks for students as well as encouraging more physical exercise and movement 
during recess.  At several buildings, students will be  participating in a fitness program which includes 
a walking program during a portion of their recess time.   
 
 
 
In addition, parents are a sked to assist by followi ng guidelines for providi ng healthy  items in their 
child’s sack lunch as well as healthy snacks for par ties and special occasions. While parties are a time 
to celebrate, providing healthy items can still be fun.  This also includes snacks which are sent with 
children on a regular basis .  When providing beve rages for parties , please r efrain from sending high 
calorie bever ages or soft drinks.  Fr uit beverag es should contai n at least 50% fruit juice with no 
additional sweeteners.  Clear liquids are preferred due to carpeting in the classrooms.   
 
Approved snacks include the following 
items:  

 cereal bars, granola Bars 
 trail mix or assorted nuts 
 crackers with cheese   
 crackers with peanut butter 
 Rice Krispie treats 
 fruit snacks (100% fruit) 
 fresh fruit, dried fruit such as raisins 
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 beef jerky 
 rice snacks, rice crackers 
 animal crackers 
 Teddy grahams  
 pretzels or popcorn 
 fresh vegetables  

For special parties, be creative and consider 
some of the following items: 
 veggies and dip 
 pizza with low fat toppings 

 string cheese 
 meat and cheese with crackers 
 yogurt cups 
 fresh fruit kabobs or parfaits 
 pudding cups 
 salsa and low fat chips 
 or various other healthy items   
 fresh fruit with fruit dip 

 
 



 
If you have questions or would like a copy of the district wellness plan, please speak with your child’s 
teacher or call the school office.  More information will be sent home each month regarding  The 
district’s wellness plan.  Again, the staff appreciates your understanding and willingness to comply with 
our district’s wellness plan 

 
FOOD SERVICE 

BREAKFAST / LUNCH PROGRAM 
 
LUNCHROOM RULES AND REGULATIONS 
 
School Food Service is one of the nation’s largest segments of the food service industry. 
The purpose of the School Food Service is: 
 

1.  To provide a nutritional meal. 
2. To teach the importance of eating a variety of foods and develop sound eating habits. 

 
The first school food service operation in the United States began in 1853.  The National School Lunch 
Act of 1946 established school food service as a vital part of the educational process.  Haysville Unified 
School District #261 participates in the National School Lunch Program, which means the local, state and 
federal governments have established guidelines that must be followed to provide at least 1/3 of the 
students’ daily dietary requirements. 
 
Freeman,  Nelson,  Oatville, Prairie, Rex, a nd Ruth Clark will be using the computerized WINSNAP 
program for accounting purposes for meal s.  When parents sen d money to s chool for m ilk, breakfast, or 
lunch, it will be applied to the student’s account.  Parents must request from Food Service to be notified 
when the account is low.  If y our child purchases school meals, please be sure there are adequate funds in 
their account for each day’ s m eals.  Students will no longer be allowed to borrow agai nst their food 
service account when funds have been depleted.  Me al account balances can be checked online using the  
parent component of the district’s student data management tool, Power School.  Please do not send your 
child to scho ol without  a lunch or m oney to pay for a lunch.  This information can accessed online 
using student or parent passwords at the following internet address: http://www.usd261.net/public. 
Free and reduced meals are available to students.  Application forms are available in all school 
offices. 
 
Extra milk and various other items may also be purchased using meal account funds.  Students and adults 
will be charged full price for additional milk since there is no federal reimbursement for this item.   
 
BREAKFAST  PROGRAM 
 The price for breakfast for the 2010-2011  school year will be determined in July 2010. 
 PreKdgn. – Grade 5 -- $1.15 per day  
 Extra Milk  - - - - - - .30 per carton 
 
LUNCH  PROGRAM 
 The prices of lunches for the 2010-2011 school year   
   
 Grades Pre-K through 5 - -  $1.75 per day  
 Extra Milk - - - - - - - - - - -  30¢ per carton    
 
Free and reduced meals will again be offered to students who qualify.  Application blanks will be 
available during enrollment and also in all school offices.  
 
Principals and teachers from buildings will set the rules and regulations pertaining to the lunch 
room procedures.  Lunch room and noon recess paras are employed by the district to provide 
supervision of students. 
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SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION 
 

Bus transportation is provided to all child ren residing 2½ miles or more fro m their 
assigned attendance center within boundaries of Unified School District #261.  The bus 
service is a privilege extended to each child as long a s established rules of behavior are 
followed. 
 

Assignment of Bus: Each child will be assigned a b us number.  This assignment 
is permanent and must be observed until changed by the school ad ministration or transportation 
department.  Reassignment may be made from time to time if requested by the parent for justifiable 
reasons, or by the school administration when necessary to balance or eliminate overloading. 
 
Pick Up and Discharge Points: Each bus stop is established by the administration in keeping with 
safety, loading, and schedule consideration.  Students will load a nd discharge only at  established  
stops.  A minimum number of stops are est ablished per route and will not be m odified except by  
administrative action.  It is obviously impossible to stop at every home or street. 
 
Behavior Rules and Regulations: The bus driver is responsible for behavior of the children on the 
bus.  The y must obe y his/her requests cheerfully  and promptly at all times in the interest of their  
own personal safety .  The bus driver may at his/her option, a ssign seats  t o riders whe never 
warranted.  The bus driver is required to report violations of established rules and regulations to the 
school adm inistration for appropriate action.  Se veral buses in t he Hay sville School  distr ict are 
equipped with video cameras to monitor student behavior.  Please read the following BOE policy. 

 
JGGA     Use of Video Cameras   (See JR and JRB)                                             
The district may use video cameras to monitor student activity.  Video cameras may be used to monitor 
students riding in district vehicles and to monitor student behavior in or around any district facility.  
Videotapes that are records of student behavior shall be secured in a locked file until the tapes are either 
reused or erased.  The videotape shall be considered a student record and shall be subject to current law 
for the release of student record information. 
 

THE FOLLOWING ESTABLISHED RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR BUS 
RIDERS WILL BE ENFORCED: 

 
1. Bus Stop: 
  
 A. Be on time.  Schedules do not allow for waiting.  Under normal conditions, the bus will 

not deviate more than five minutes from its regular schedule. 
 
 B. Walk to stops facing traffic where there are no sidewalks. 

 
   C. Wait off the roadway in a quiet, orderly manner.  Respect other people’s property. 

 
D. Remain off the road and do not attempt to  board t he bus until i t comes to a complete 
 stop. 

 
2. Boarding the Bus: 

 
A. Wait for the driver’s signal before cross ing the street.   Stay  at least  ten feet  in front of 

the bus.  Board the bus in a quiet, orderly  m anner.  Go to y our seat  as qui ckly and 
quietly as possible without running or pushing. 
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3. Riding the Bus: 
  

A. BE SAFE 
 

B. BE COURTEOUS 
 

C. COOPERATE WITH THE DRIVER 
 

D. PROPER CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR IS EXPECTED 
 

E. KEEP THE AISLE CLEAN 
 

F. HELP KEEP THE BUS CLEAN. 
 

G. DO NOT DAMAGE THE BUS 
 

H. FIGHTING, HITTING, PUSHING, AND CUSSING ARE NOT ALLOWED. 
 

I. FOOD, DRINK, TOBACCO, DRUGS, AND WEAPONS ARE NOT ALLOWED 
 
 

4. Unloading: 
 

A. Remain seated until the bus comes to a complete stop. 
 

B. Leave the bus quickly and quietly without crowding, shoving, or pushing. 
 

C. If crossing th e street, do so at least t en feet  in front of the bus.  Wait until the driver 
signals before crossing, and then walk looking both ways before entering traffic lanes. 

 
D. Get off only at your regular stop unless permission has been given to exit at another. 

 
5. Disciplinary Action: 

 
Bus transportation will be provided for students to and from scho ol for those students who 
qualify.  Stu dents must observe the rules a nd regulations adopted b y the board governing 
student transportation.  St udents will a lso be subject to t he school’s behavior code while 
riding school buses. 
 
A copy of the bus discipline report will be sent home in each step.  One or more of the steps 
will be om itted in dealing with severe disci pline problems.  Reports of unacceptabl e 
behavior will result in parent contact.  Con sequences for receivin g a school bus discipline 
referral will be: 

   
  Step 1.   Conference held with the student and a verbal warning given. 
   

  Step 2.    Conference held with the st udent and a letter sent from  the transportation 
department to inform  the parent/gua rdian that t he student continues to 
misbehave. 

 
  Step 3.    Conference held and parent/gua rdian c ontacted info rming them  the student is 

suspended from the bus for three (3) to five (5) days.  A letter will be sent home. 
 

  Step 4.    Conference held and parent/guardian contacted informing them that the  
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      student is suspended from  the bus for the re mainder of the se mester / y ear.  A  
letter will be sent home. 

 
 One or more of these steps may be omitted in dealing with severe discipline problems. At any time 
during the pr ocess when t here is a question about  the incident, the administrator will refer the parent to 
the transportation supervisor so that he/she can meet with the parent.  The transportation supervisor (554-
2213) may choose to establish a parent/transportation supervisor/bus driver meeting. 

 
HUMAN SEXUALITY / AIDS EDUCATION PROGRAM 

 
A health program including human sexuality/AIDS education is being taught.  The materials used in the 
health program, like all curricular area s, increases in both content and com plexity in the upper grades.  
While the human sexuality/AIDS education materials are integrated within the total health program , your 
child’s teacher will gladl y share specifi c dates w ith you upon request.  Approved videotapes and written 
materials pre sently being used for instructional purposes in human growth a nd development units ar e 
available for your viewing. 
 
Parents are encouraged to have your c hild participate in the Health Hum an Sexuality/AIDS Education 
classes.  However, parents may choose to teach these sensitive areas to y our child at hom e instead of in 
the classroom  setting.  I n this case, contact the sc hool for  m ore inform ation about  the curriculum o r 
opting out of the classes.  Please send a letter to y our child’s teacher and the school office if you do not  
want your child to participate. 
 
Listed below are the state mandates for the Human Sexuality/AIDS Education Program for grades 4-5.  In 
addition, please find the district’ s philosophy, goals , and considerations rega rding the hum an sexuality 
program. 
 
STATE OF KANSAS MANDATES – SEPTEMBER 1988 
 
Concepts and Skills (Grades 4-5) 
 
Positive Self-Esteem:  (Appreciation of self and respect for others) 
 
Communication Skills:  (Self expression and listening) 
 
Physical Growth and Development:  (Life cycles, changes and adjustments) 
 
Emotional Development:  (Characteristics that make people special) 
 
Personal Relationships:  (Interacting with others) 
 
Sexuality:  (Males and females – Acceptance as a healthy part of personality) 
 
Abuse and Violence:  (Treating others in acceptable ways) 
 
PHILOSOPHY    We believe: 
1. That the home is the primary provider for human sexuality education.  Parents always have had that 

responsibility and the school in no way exists to assume that role. 
 
2. That the basic principles of school human sexuality  education are based upon respect for individual 

dignity, worth, and privacy. 
 
3. That the school has a responsibility to provide accurate knowledge about reproductive anatomy and 

physiology a nd to teach those life skills, which he lp one to apply that knowledge to productive 
citizenry and life. 
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4. That a school-based human sexuality program most appropriately belongs in a comprehensive K-12 

health education program or in the related fields. 
 
5. That any  school-based human sexualit y progra m supports and affirms local  community moral 

standards, but that no administrator, teacher, or resource person has the right to im pose his/her 
values and beliefs on students. 

 
6. That, although the pri mary purpose of school-b ased human sexuality education is knowledge and 

life-skill development, schools do have responsibili ty to address current cri sis concerns such as 
teen pregnancy, child abuse, and STD’s including AIDS. 

 
7. That the stud y of  hum an relationships should  be  trea ted with d ignity and  respect and that  slang  

words or m aterials which present relati onships in an irresponsible manner are not appr opriate in a  
school setting. 

 
8. That any human sexuality  curriculum taught in a school district should be approved and governed 

by that district’s board of education through the administrative process. 
 
GOALS OF HUMAN SEXUALITY AND AIDS EDUCATION 
Human Sexuality and AIDS education is intended to: 
1. Enhance the self-est eem of all students.   A basic tenet of hum an sexuality  education progra ms is 

that youngsters must believe in their own personal self-worth.  A cceptance of self is the essential  
link to developing a respect for others. 

 
2. Increase the knowledge level of all students about human sexuality.  Accurate knowledge about the 

biological, sociological, psychological, and et hical aspect s of sexuality  is necessary  for 
understanding self and ot hers.  A ccurate knowledge  can dispel misinformation and  is ne eded for 
responsible decision- making. 

 
3. Improve responsible decisi on-making skills of all students.   The acquisition o f knowledge is th e 

foundation of all education, but knowledge alone does not lead to wise decision-making.  Clarifying 
and accepting personal and societal values, honing comm unication skills, coping wit h peer  
pressure, and considering possible c onsequences before acting are components of  a hum an 
sexuality education program.  Educating youth for a life of responsible decision-making requires a 
program built upon accurate knowledge and human respect. 

 
4. Improve the quality of life for all students.  The ultimate goal of human sexuality education is to better 

enable people to l ive meaningful and satisfying lives.  Knowledgeable individuals who are comfortable 
with themselves and their own sexuality are persons who will not feel the need to exploit others.  Self-
accepting persons capable of responsible decision-making will be more likely to exhibit behavior that is 
consistent with society’s morals. 

 
 
CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING THE HUMAN SEXUALITY PROGRAM 
1. Parent/Guardians who wish to assume the responsibility of human sexuality instruction of their students 

should sen d a let ter to t he teacher and principal re questing t hat t heir stud ent be excluded from  th ese 
specific instructional activities. 

 
2. Staff in-servi ce is im perative to ensure that th e district has i nformed profess ionals w ho are a ble t o 

provide factual information regarding human sexuality. 
 
 
 
 



USE OF SCHOOL FACILITIES AND GROUNDS 
 
The Board of Education has alway s been quite liber al in perm itting organiz ations within our school  
district the use of school facilities so long as prope r supervision is maintained.  Proper respect of th e 
buildings, equipment, and grounds is expected of all users.   
 
Facility Use forms must be completed and signed in advance of usage of any school facility.  These forms 
are kept in the office of each building principal and must be approved by  b oth the principal and 
superintendent. 
 
The use of tobacco products is prohibited on all school grounds.  The individual making the arrangements 
for use of the building will be responsible for enforcement of the regulations. 
 
Use of school grounds, by community groups, must be approved by the superintendent.  A deposit may be 
required to insure compliance with the city ordinance and to guarantee that the grounds will be left clean 
and in good condition. 
 
Adequate adult supervision must be maintained at all times.  An off-duty police officer shall be provided 
by applicants when so dire cted.  Guards, to prevent trespassing in portions of the building not authorized  
to be used, must be provided when so directed. 
 

CIVIL PREPAREDNESS – SCHOOL CRISIS PLAN 
 

Each building in the district maintains a current Crisis Plan complete with emergency procedures.  In the  
event of a crisis or  an emergency, school personnel will assure for the safety of all students.  Students and 
staff frequently review school pr ocedures and fam iliarize themselves with the building crisi s plans.  In 
addition, staff me mbers and students are asked to be  observant of visitors and  strangers in the build ings.  
All visitors should report directly t o the office upon entering the  buildi ng. Pl ease contact the buildi ng 
principal for more thorough evacuation plans and additional building specific information.   
 
FIRE 
At least once a month fire drills are held at each school to acquaint our stude nts and staff with proper 
evacuation procedures in case of fire. 
 
TORNADO 
During the period of the year when there is genera l concern regarding tornado weather co nditions, and 
two other times during the year (total 3 ), a drill  is he ld at school  to acquaint students with procedures in 
taking protective cover.  E ach school has developed plans to place students where the least l ikelihood of 
harm will occur.  Checking out students during a tornado i s not recommended and is strongl y 
discouraged.  Safe roo ms at Rex, Nelson, Freeman, Oatville, and Prairie require doors to rem ain closed 
during emergency situations such as to rnados and chemical spills (shelter  in place as recommended by  
authorities).   
 
NATIONAL EMERGENCIES 
 
The school will cooperate with all authorized Civil Preparedness Agencies in their plans for the total 
community in the event of an emergency.  Information concerning this can be obtained from the local 
Civil Preparedness Director. 
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EMERGENCY CLOSING OF SCHOOLS 

 
In case it becomes necessary to close the schools as a result of weather or an emergency, various  
media broadcasting methods will be utilized.   In addition to local radio and television stations, the district 
website will also carry special school closing notifications and other emergency/special announcements.  
This information will be made available as soon as the webmaster has been notified and will be located on 
the district website in the dropdown menu “Our District: Closings”.  The district website can be 
accessed by using the following internet address:  http://www.usd261.com 
 
The following Radio Stations will be notified: 
            KFDI-AM 1070, KFDI-FM 101.3, KTHR-FM 107.3, KZCH-FM 96.3, B98-FM 98 
 
The following Television Stations will be notified: 
 KAKE-TV 10, KWCH-TV 12 
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Acknowledgement: This document was adapted from guidelines developed by the Alabama Department of Health 



______________________________________________________________________________
       Animals in Kansas Schools              S-1

Introduction

The purpose of these guidelines is to provide
information to promote safety for instructors and
students when animals are brought into the
classroom.  Animals are part of our daily lives; they
can be used effectively as part of our daily lives;
they can be used effectively as teaching aids, and
the positive benefits of the human-animal bond are
well established.  However, the special situation of
classrooms necessitates certain safeguards.

Inadequate understanding of animal disease and
behavior can lead to unnecessary risks for children
and animals alike.  These guidelines are designed
to promote a better understanding of:

1.  Which animals may represent a health
     hazard and are not safe to bring in
     classrooms at all;
2.  Health considerations when handling
     animals which have the potential to 
     transmit disease;
3.  Safety precautions for introducing 
     animals into classrooms;
4.  How to properly handle animal wastes
     to limit the spread of disease from 
     animals to humans.

Regulations concerning animals in licensed day
care facilities are found in K.A.R. 28-4-131.

Animals that are Unacceptable for
School Visits

1.  Wild animals

Defining a “wild” animal is difficult and subjective. 
For the purposes of these guidelines, a wild animal
is any mammal that is NOT one of the following:

a.  Domestic dog
b.  Domestic cat
c.  Domestic ferret
d.  Domestic ungulate (e.g., cow, sheep,
     goat, pig, horse)
e.  Pet rabbit
f.   Pet rodent (e.g., mice, rats, hamsters, 
     gerbils, guinea pigs, chinchillas)

Wild animals pose a risk for transmitting rabies as
well as other zoonotic diseases (i.e., diseases
which can be transferred from animals to humans)
and should never be brought into schools or
handled by children.  In Kansas it is unlawful to
possess skunks, foxes, raccoons, and coyotes as
pets (K.A.R. 28-1-14).

Wild animals’ behavior also tends to be
unpredictable.  A wild animal that has been raised
in captivity is still a wild animal.  Domestication
takes thousands of years, not just a generation or
two.

Exceptions to this recommendation include those
instances when the wild animals are presented at
schools by a professional who has experience
handling wildlife, and are displayed in enclosed
cages which prevent contact between the animal
and children.  Because of the high incidence of
rabies in bats, raccoons, skunks, and wild
carnivores, these animals (including recently dead
animals) should not be permitted on school
grounds under any circumstances.

2.  Poisonous animals

Spiders, venomous insects, poisonous reptiles
(including snakes), and poisonous amphibians
should be prohibited from being brought onto
school grounds.  Exceptions to this
recommendation include those instances when
these animals are
presented at schools by a
professional who has
experience handling them,
and are displayed in cases
which provide a physical
barrier between the animal
and the children (e.g., animal is enclosed behind a
sturdy glass or plastic).

3.  Wolf-dog hybrids

These animals are crosses between a wolf and a
domestic dog and have shown a propensity for
aggression, especially toward young children. 
Therefore, they should not be allowed on school
grounds.  
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4.  Stray animals

Stray animals should never be brought onto school
grounds because the health and vaccination status
of these animals is unknown.  

5.  Baby chicks and ducks

Because of the high risk of salmonellosis and
campylobacteriosis from these animals, they are
inappropriate in schools.  Transmission of these
diseases from chicks and ducklings to children is
well documented in the medical literature.

6.  Aggressive animals

Animals which are bred or trained to demonstrate
aggression towards humans or other animals, or
animals which have demonstrated such aggressive
behavior in the past, should not be permitted on
school campuses.  Aggressive, unprovoked, or
threatening behavior should mandate the animal ’s
immediate removal.

Exceptions may be sentry or canine corps dogs for
demonstration that are under the control of trained
military or law enforcement officials.

Special Conditions for Specific Animals

Specific recommendations should be observed for
the following animals because of their zoonotic
diseases that they may carry or because of certain
tendencies:

1.  Reptiles (including non-poisonous snakes,
lizards, and iguanas) and amphibians

Because of the risk of contracting salmonellosis
from these animals even when they are reared in
captivity, special precautions are necessary when
handling them.  These animals may intermittently
shed salmonella, and negative cultures will not
guarantee that the animals are not infected. 
Treatment of infected animals with antibiotics has
not proven useful and may promote the
development and spread of resistant bacteria.

It is recommended that when reptiles and
amphibians are present at schools they should be
under the direct responsibility of professionals

(including teachers) who have training and
experience handling them.  The animals should be
kept and displayed in cases which provide a
physical barrier between the animal and the
children (e.g., sturdy glass or plastic).

Because Salmonellosis can be more severe in
young children and because their hygiene
practices are more questionable, handling of
reptiles and amphibians is not recommended for
children younger than 12 years.   Any time
children are allowed to handle these animals,
they should receive very clear instructions on
how to wash their hands thoroughly after they
finish.  Handwashing instructions are in the
appendix.

2.  Psittacine birds

Because psittacine birds can carry zoonotic
diseases such as psittacosis
(Chlamydia psittaci, parrot fever),
such birds (parrots, parakeets,
budgies, and cockatiels) should not
be handled by children.  Birds
showing any signs of illness should
not be brought into school. 
Psittacine birds may be brought to
school as long as their cages are
clean and the bird’s wastes can be
contained, such as within a cage. 
Psittacine birds permanently housed
on school property in cages should
be treated prophylactically with appropriate
tetracyclines for psittacosis for 45 days prior to
entering the premises.

3.  Ferrets

Ferrets can be allowed to visit school classrooms,
but they must be handled by the person
responsible for them.  Because of their propensity
to bite when startled, it is not recommended that
school children hold ferrets visiting the classroom.  

4.  Fish

Disposable gloves should be worn when cleaning
aquariums.  Used tank water should be disposed of
in sinks that are not used for food preparation, or
for obtaining water for human consumption.



______________________________________________________________________________
       Animals in Kansas Schools S-3

5.  Guide, hearing, and other
service animals and law
enforcement animals

These animals should not be
prohibited from being on school
grounds or in classrooms.  

Suggested Animals for Use in Schools

The following is a list of animals that are
appropriate pets to be housed in schools:

1.  Small pet rodents (e.g., mice, rats, hamsters,
gerbils, guinea pigs, chinchillas)

2.  Pet rabbits

3.  Aquarium fish (salt or fresh water)

4.  Non-psittacine cage and aviary birds (e.g.,
canaries, finches, mynahs, diamond doves)

All animals housed in schools should be provided
an appropriate environment (e.g., secure housing,
suitable temperature, adequate exercise) and a
proper diet.  In addition, there should be a plan for
the continued care of these animals during the
days that school is not in session.  Consultation
with a veterinarian is advised to help with
environmental and nutritional needs and provide
care in the event of illness or injury to the animal.

General Guidelines for Animals that are
Permitted to Visit Schools

It is important that animals that are brought onto
school campuses be clean and healthy so that the
risk of transmitting diseases is minimal.  Children
tend to be more susceptible to zoonotic diseases
and parasitic infections than adults also because of
their lack of handwashing and greater propensity
for putting hands in their mouths.  Therefore,
animals which are brought to school should be
clean and free of disease and external parasites
such as fleas, ticks and mites, to decrease the
likelihood of the animal transmitting these agents
or vectors to the students.  Visiting animals should
be restricted to an area designated by the principal
or administrator.  Kittens and puppies are
appropriate only for short classroom visits.  

The following are specific recommendations for
some common visiting animals:

1.  Verified rabies vaccination

Current rabies vaccination by a licensed
veterinarian should be documented for all dogs,
cats, and ferrets brought onto the school campus
for instructional purposes.  Dogs and cats under
three months of age or not vaccinated against
rabies should not be handled by children.

2.  Health certificates for dogs

A health certificate signed by a licensed
veterinarian showing proof of current vaccination
against canine distemper, canine hepatitis,
leptospirosis, parainfluenza, bordatella, and rabies
should be available.  Animals must have had a
negative fecal exam or proof of successful
treatment for internal parasites in the past year. 
The animal should be free of external parasites
such as fleas, ticks, and mites and free of obvious
skin lesions.  Dogs over four months of age should
be housebroken.

3.  Health certificate for cats

A health certificate which is signed by a licensed
veterinarian showing proof of current vaccination
against feline panleukopenia (feline distemper),
rhinotracheitis, calcivirus, chlamydia, feline
leukemia, and rabies should be available.  Animals
must have had a negative fecal exam or proof of
successful treatment for internal parasites in the
past year.  The animal should be free of external
parasites such as fleas, ticks, and mites and free of
obvious skin lesions.

4.  Health certificates for ferrets

A health certificate which is signed by a licensed
veterinarian showing proof of current vaccination
against canine distemper and rabies should be
available.  Animals must have had a negative fecal
exam or proof of successful treatment for internal
parasites in the past year.  The animal should be
free of external parasites such as fleas, ticks, and
mites and be free of obvious skin lesions.
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